
God’s sends me a cross within my vocation 

Introduction 

“Become a Christian, and watch all your troubles disappear,” some preachers say. Neither Scripture nor 
experience will support a statement like that. Such blatant false teaching sets new Christians up for 
major disappointment. When troubles continue to come their way, even though they belong to Christ, 
they might wonder whether there’s something wrong with their Christianity. 

“Serve God in your vocation, and you’ll have a trouble-free life” would be a false statement too. The 
fact that you experience troubles in your vocation doesn’t mean you’re doing something wrong. In fact, 
troubles may come because of what you’re doing right. 

“No pain, no gain,” professional bodybuilders say. To make their muscles grow, they first break them 
down through a program of rigorous exercise. Breaking muscles down doesn’t always feel good. At 
times, it feels absolutely awful. But that pain is the necessary first step in the process of growth. 

For Christians too, experiencing pain often is the necessary first step that God uses to prepare us for 
spiritual growth. 

God intends nothing but good for me through my cross 

Read John 16:33. 

1. According to Jesus, what are the chances that Christians will have trouble while in this world? 
 
 
Read John 17:13-16. 

2. According to Jesus’ words, what are two sources of our troubles? 

 

Read Romans 7:19-25. 

3. What is one other source of our troubles? 

 

Each of the following passages points to a reason why a loving Savior—who forgives our sins, who has 
overcome the world (John 16:33), and who has defeated the devil—continues to allow us to suffer as we 
sometimes do. Identify each reason. 

a) Hebrews 12:7-11 

b) 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

c) Romans 8:28 

d) Genesis 50:19-21 

My vocation in Christ 3 



If your last name starts with the letters A-M, start with number 1 below.  
If your last name starts with the letters N-Z, start with number 4 below and after number 7 go to number 1.)  

Describe the crosses that might trouble Christians who serve in the following vocations: 

1. Husband 

2. Wife 

3. Son-in-law 

4. Business owner 

5. Garbage collector 

6. Lutheran elementary school teacher 

7. Pastor 

Therefore I accept my cross willingly and bear it patiently 

In Luke 9, after teaching his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem to bear his cross, Jesus then teaches his 
disciples about their crosses. He says, “If anyone wants to come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross 
daily, and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 
After all, what will it benefit a man if he gains the whole world, but destroys himself or is lost?” (Luke 9:23-25).  

The essence of taking up a cross is to say no to your own desires for comfort, acceptance, and happiness, 
when these get in the way of following Jesus. The person who is bent on saving his or her life to the point 
of denying Christ will lose that life eternally. Jesus’ words also apply to us if we attempt to save our lives 
by fulfilling our own wants and desires instead of following Christ. This will bring us sorrow rather than 
happiness—particularly if we end up losing our faith and being lost eternally. 

The world believes that we are in this world to realize our potential, fulfill our dreams, and be happy. 
Jesus says that pursuing these things will bring us only misery. The life Jesus gives to his followers is one 
of lasting joy and eternal peace. Therefore, we bear our crosses willingly and with joy, patience, hope, and 
prayer (cf. Romans 12:12). 
 
• Jane is convinced that she made a mistake by marrying Bill. “We were very young when we got 

married, and we didn’t know what we were doing,” she says. “Now we realize that we have almost 
nothing in common. We barely communicate—except when we’re fighting. I know we would both be 
much happier being married to somebody else. And God wants us to be happy, right?” Respond. 

 

 

 

 

This comfort is necessary and must often be impressed upon [mankind], for it makes hearts confident and prevents the 
dangerous abandoning of a calling, the abandoning that is never attempted without sin. For by nature hearts shun the cross and 
strive with blind ambition for what is high. 

—Martin Luther (Luther’s Works 3:65) 

Next week: God calls different Christians to different vocations 


